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The French shipping agencies had already paid their
tribute to the State. There was no one of them
which had not surrendered a goodly proportion of
their personnel to the battle front. If Frenchmen
could continue to transact business with reduced staff,
it was reasonable that their British competitors also
should be able to do so. There were perhaps eighty to
ninety Englishmen of military age employed in one
capacity or another in Port Said, and of their number
it was estimated that one-third might be well spared
by the employers. This suggestion was put to the
latter, and patriotically received. They had no
immediate reason to regret their generosity. Except
for spasmodic movements of transports, the com-
mercial business of the port continued to dwindle.
Later the pinch of diminished staff was sorely felt;
but by then the number of Englishmen in business
had been still further depleted by the call of the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force for commissioned
officers in the Auxiliary Corps.
So far no section of the civilian population of the
Suez Canal Zone had experienced interference in
their occupations. Each individual conducted his own
affairs as he thought fit; and no step yet had been
taken to remind him that the zone was a war area.
Thus the news that military authority was about to
control the passage of commercial shipping through
the Canal fell almost as a shock upon Port Said.
First, navigation through the Canal after dark was
stopped: then no ship was permitted to enter unless
the master was furnished with a military permit: and
lastly, the bridge and other' exposed parts had to be
protected adequately by sandbags. People connected
with shipping business did not altogether approve of
these measures. They thought them premature, and
objected to the delay which was caused. Further, they
contended that it was the business of the military

